
 

“Know Before You Fly” Clarifies UAS Ops 
 

 

August 28, 2015-Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), or drones as they are often called, are 

increasingly available online and on store shelves. Prospective operators—from consumers to 

businesses—want to fly and fly safely, but many don’t realize that, just because you can easily 

acquire a UAS, doesn’t mean you can fly it anywhere, or for any purpose. “Know Before You Fly” 

is an educational campaign that provides prospective users with the information and guidance 

they need to fly safely and responsibly.  

Know Before You Fly was founded by the three leading organizations with a stake in UAS safety 

– the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI), the Academy of Model 

Aeronautics (AMA) and the Small UAV Coalition. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is 

partnering with the founding members to spread the word about safe and responsible flying.    The 

campaign breaks down operational guidelines for three categories of use: recreational, business 

and public entities. Information includes links to FAA regulations and recommendations for those 

who want to delve deeper. For more information: http://knowbeforeyoufly.org/.   

On February 23, 2015, the FAA released its Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for small, 

unmanned aircraft. An NPRM is a public notice issued by law when an independent agency, such 

as the FAA, wishes to add, remove or change a rule or regulation as part of the rulemaking 

process. It does not change any existing guidelines, rules, regulations or policy that may be in 

place. Instead, it opens the door for public comment and the beginning of the rulemaking process. 

Until the final rule is implemented, and to learn more, please continue to check out this website 

and the FAA’s Fact Sheet on UAS. You can also track further developments on the NPRM here. 

If you have additional questions, please email the FAA at UAS-rule@faa.gov. 

 

  

http://knowbeforeyoufly.org/
http://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsId=18295
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-02-23/pdf/2015-03544.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-02-23/pdf/2015-03544.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/news/fact_sheets/news_story.cfm?newsId=14153
https://www.faa.gov/uas/
mailto:UAS-rule@faa.gov


B4UFLY Smartphone App 
http://www.faa.gov/uas/b4ufly/ 

 
 
B4UFLY is a simple, easy-to-use smartphone app that users will be able to access before they 

operate their unmanned aircraft to determine whether there are any restrictions or requirements 

in effect at the location where they want to fly. The FAA announced the app at the 2015 

Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International Unmanned Systems Conference in 

Atlanta, Georgia. Released by the FAA on August 28, 2015 to 1,000 beta testers, this limited beta 

test is expected to run for several months, after which the FAA plans to make B4UFLY available 

for the general public. The initial release is planned for iOS devices only, with an Android version 

to follow. 

Key features of the B4UFLY app include: 

 A clear "status" indicator that immediately informs the operator about their current or 

planned location. For example, it shows flying in the Special Flight Rules Area around 

Washington, DC is prohibited 

 Information on the parameters that drive the status indicator 

 A "Planner Mode" for future flights in different locations 

 Informative, interactive maps with filtering options 

 Contact information for nearby airports 

 Links to other FAA UAS resources and regulatory information. 

 (See sample screens to follow) 

 

http://www.faa.gov/uas/b4ufly/


   

 

 

   

  



B4UFLY Founders 
 

 

Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International 

The Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI), the world’s largest 

nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of unmanned systems and robotics, 

represents more than 7,500 members from 60+ allied countries involved in the fields of 

government, industry and academia. AUVSI members work in the defense, civil and commercial 

markets. For more information, visit www.AUVSI.org andwww.IncreasingHumanPotential.org. 

Small UAV Coalition  

The Small UAV Coalition advocates for law and policy changes to permit the operation of small 

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) beyond the line-of-sight, with varying degrees of autonomy, for 

commercial, civil, and philanthropic purposes. Its members include the leading manufacturers, 

operators, and service providers of small UAVs. For more information, 

visit www.smalluavcoalition.org. 

Academy of Model Aeronautics  

The Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) is the premier community-based organization in the 

United States for model aviation enthusiasts. With 175,000 members, the AMA is dedicated to 

the advancement and safeguarding of modeling activities. The Academy provides leadership, 

organization, competition, protection, representation, education and scientific/technical 

development to the model aviation community. For more information, visit www.modelaircraft.org. 

http://www.auvsi.org/
http://www.increasinghumanpotential.org/
http://www.smalluavcoalition.org/
http://www.modelaircraft.org/
http://www.auvsi.org/
http://www.smalluavcoalition.org/


 

 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is committed to providing the safest, most efficient 

aerospace system in the world. The agency is executing a plan for safe and staged integration of 

unmanned aircraft systems into the National Airspace System. For more information 

visit www.faa.gov/uas 

http://www.faa.gov/uas/
http://www.faa.gov/

